
Corning Union High School District 
Rodgers Oversight Committee Meeting 

Minutes 
 
 

Date: October 2, 2019 
Time: 5:00 pm 
Location: CUHS Library 
 
 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by committee chair, Jared Caylor 

2. Approval of Minutes 

No changes were suggested for the minutes of the meeting on 5/2/19. 

3. Public Comment Process 

Mr. Caylor informed the three guests present, Nolan Kee, Brandon Lengtat, and Emily 
Dale, that they were welcome to comment on items on the agenda. 
 

4. Committee Member Reminder 

The committee is currently made up of two Board members (Todd Henderson and Jim 
Bingham), one administrator (Jason Armstrong), and the Superintendent (Jared Caylor). 
When a Ranch Manager is hired, that person will sit on the committee as well. 
 

5. Purpose of Committee - Endowment and Ranch Oversight, Reporting to Board 

Mr. Caylor reminded all present that the primary purpose of the committee is to oversee, 
direct, and report to the Board on ranch development and endowment activity. 
 

6. Endowment & Loan Update 

Mr. Caylor reported that total value of the Rodgers investment account currently sits at 
$3,868,698.  The par value is currently $2,995,000.  Cash flow projected for the next 12 
months is $163,293.  Performance for 2019 YTD is +8.94%.  Checking account current 
value is $122,861 with $19,351 scheduled to be added on November 1, 2019.  The 
current balance on the loan account is $305,364.  This does not include a one time 



payment of $50,000 that was authorized by the Board last month.  CBO Christine Fears 
will work with Financial Advisor Eric Moxon to make this payment, which will drop the 
loan balance accordingly.  Mr. Moxon has communicated to Mr. Caylor that interest rates 
are currently very low and are likely to remain that way for the immediate future. 
Because of this, he is hesitant to invest in long term bonds that will have little return.  As 
a result, he is looking to buy 10-15 year bonds with some call protection and wait for 
rates to go back up. 
 

7. Ranch Manager Position 

Mr. Caylor presented a draft of some job duties that could be included in the 
advertisement for a part time Ranch Manager.  There was a lengthy discussion about 
the duties the person would have and whether they would be limited to just the new 
orchard, or the entire Ranch.  Everyone seemed to agree that the long term plan is to 
have a Ranch Manager oversee all activities at the Ranch and work with teachers and 
other District staff to maximize its use and access.  However, because this is being 
offered as a part time position right now, we are going to have to wait to see what is 
feasible for the person who is hired.  There was also discussion about the historical view 
that the Ranch is completely separate from the District in terms of funding and oversight, 
and whether it needs to remain that way.  The group agreed that it is probably time to 
revisit this conversation with the whole Board, especially in light of the fact that the 
District is contributing so much funding to the Ranch right now.  The group emphasized 
the need to be flexible in whatever agreement is reached with the employee because we 
are just starting out and we really don’t know what the duties are going to require of this 
person. Mr. Caylor is going to finalize the job description and post the position the week 
of 10/7/19. 
 

8. PG&E, Well Completion 

Mr. Caylor communicated that PG&E has developed plans for our project to get power to 
the new well and that Andersen and Sons is going to be working with Patterson Electric 
to get our end of the work done so that PG&E can connect power.  Additionally, 
Patterson Electric has said they are looking to get some of the materials and/or labor 
necessary for the project donated. 
 

9. Update on Orchard Development 

The land leveling has been completed for the new orchard.  Ripping is supposed to start 
the week of October 9th.  The goal remains to have trees planted by Spring 2020. 
 

10. Update on Potential Chico State Partnerships 

Chico State has a rural outreach department that is extremely interested in partnering 
with us to develop the Ranch.  Mr. Caylor is currently working with Dr. Ann Schulte  and 
Dr. Cindy Daley from Chico State to explore the potential of this partnership. 
 

11. Potential Lease of Upper Parcel 



There seems to be interest from California Olive Company in leasing the upper parcel 
(approximately 30 acres) for high density olives.  This has been a possibility in the past 
as well.  Mr. Bingham said he has a contact at the company that he will reach out to and 
gauge whether the interest is real on their part.  If it is, the committee can explore what 
that process would look like and whether it’s the best use of the parcel. 
 

12. Other Topics 

There were none. 

13. Next Meeting Date 

The next meeting date was not set, but it is expected to in January or sooner if needed. 












